
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Thursday, October 2, 2014 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor),  Amy Barrett (Chair), Greg Lorch, Janel Charlton, Joe Larson, Emmeline 
D’Agostino, Alicia Fullenkamp, Nancy Horvath, Mandy Kinnucan, Andrew Polaniecki, and Mary Stepney. Fr. 
Brian Ching was present for Chris Slott. Mark Stanish, Ed Jordanich, Pat Richter, Trish Maher and Steve Matz and 
Chris Slott were absent.  

I. Preliminary Matters 

    A. Opening Prayer: Emmeline D’Agostino opened the meeting with a prayer to guardian angels on this Feast 
Day of The Holy Guardian Angels. 

    B. Welcome Andrew Polaniecki; Andrew Polaniecki was introduced to Council and welcomed as the new 
representative from the School Board.  

    C. Minutes: The minutes of the Pastoral Council meeting of August 28, 2014, having been reviewed by 
members, were approved. 

II. Report from Commissions  

     A. Liturgy – Joe Larson : Commission welcomed two new youth members, Garrett Loitz and Maria Kane. 
Commission is looking for a way to count ministers for weekend liturgies so priests and fellow servers will know if 
all posts are filled. They plan to introduce pendants to be passed out by stewards at each Mass. 
They are also discussing Christmas décor options as much was discarded after last year. Alicia Fullenkamp 
suggested they might ask Margie Griffith for ideas. 

B. School Board – Andrew Polaniecki: First meeting of the year was a few weeks ago. New members were 
welcomed: George Azar, Christian Dallavis and Melissa Cowden, our Preschool Director, who has been invited to 
attend School Board meetings. The Board looked at an overview of the school, including numbers and a discussion 
of subcommittees to be formed to explore various areas including putting a committee in place to review the 
principal’s position, particularly with an eye to the future so we will be prepared and knowledgeable when a 
transition becomes necessary. 

C. Stewardship – no report. 

D. Christian Action – Janel Charlton: Reviewed end of year report. Looked at ideas for ongoing programs 
rather than only one time events, working for a culture of Christian Action. 

E. Christian Formation – Fr. Brian in for Chris Slott: Commission welcomed three new adult members and 
two new youth members: Mary-Lee Spencer, Brett Bradley, Mary Lou Foley, Maria Anthony and Mark Spretnjak. 
Unwind event for Year of Consecrated Life is being planned. They will have a panel talk about what consecrated 
life has meant to them. Fr. Michael Magree, Society of Jesus, Br. John Paige, CSC and Sr. Maria Gemma, a 
Franciscan from Mishawaka, plus their guests, have been invited to the panel. The Pope has asked us to use this 
year for catechetical and evangelical purpose, so this will tie in well. The event will be October 20 at 7 pm. 
The Commission is also discussing who to invite to be the main speaker at the Parish Mission in the Spring. 
They are also forming sub-committees to run the various Christian Formation events throughout the year. 
Confirmation will be Friday, October 24th. 

 
 

 



F. Community Life – Mandy Kinnucan: At last meeting, Community Life discussed the successful parish 
picnic, planned a new event – the Chili Cookoff and Game Night for October 8th, discussed preliminary plans for 
several upcoming events, dates to be determined, to wit: Euchre Night, Date Night, Parish trip to South Bend Cubs 
game, Moms Night Out. 
Welcome Sundays ministry needs a new leader. The plan is to continue the same basic format with a few tweaks. 

III. Pastor’s Report 

     A. Prayer Sign Up: Fr. Kevin distributed a signup sheet for prayer leaders for Pastoral Council meetings 
through the upcoming year:  Nov 13 – Andrew P., Jan 15 – Mandy K., Mar 5 – Nancy H., Apr. 16 – Joe Larson, 
May 21 – Lisa Slott, June 18 – 
     B. Annual Report:  Fr. Kevin asked Council for feedback on the recently delivered annual financial report. 
Nancy thought the timing was great, that Fr. Kevin handled the Sunday talk very well, the report was framed well, 
that it was information that needed to be said and was well received. Emmeline liked that the hard hitting 
information was graphically depicted so it was easy to see the big picture even without reading through all the text. 
Amy thought it was well done, laid out well, got the point across. Alicia mentioned St. Joe High School’s 
contributions are also down. Nancy feels that after we complete another year in our capital campaign things may 
ease up for us. 
     Fr. Kevin stated we are in a good position. We are banking money as it arrives for the new school addition, but 
we do need to be careful we do not overextend ourselves. Two basic models to raising money for the church: The 
first is to raise money for a goal, e.g. we need a new boiler, let’s pass the hat. The second is to create a culture of 
stewardship where families regularly make their sacrificial contributions and the parish uses it as needs arise. 
     Fr. Kevin also said we are continually asked to partner with another less fortunate parish. At a recent meeting, 
Fr. Bill Schooler of St. Pius X in Granger spoke on how they accomplish this: they simply donate 8% of their 
income to charity. One way to teach tithing is for the church to tithe themselves. An interesting thought. As we are 
in the middle of our campaign, perhaps we should not begin this at this time, but we do already give to charity, so 
perhaps we should look at what we are already doing and begin to insert that as a line item in our budget. Then we 
can grow from there. 
     Nancy agreed that this is a good idea to teach our children, too. Many of them do not see people with real need.  
     C. School Addition: Fr. Kevin and Director of Business Operations Pat Stockrahm and Finance Council 
member Bill Nolan will meet with architects soon. We have reached the point where we need to scale down this 
spiraling project and define on paper what we definitely want and can afford. If it becomes much more expensive 
than originally thought, we will have to go to the parish and ask what they want: an addition we can now afford or 
to be asked to increase pledges and raise more to build better. Our quote is nearly four years old; costs have risen 
and the economy has picked up for builders. We do still expect to break ground in the spring. 
    D. Year of Consecrated Life: November 2014 to November 2015. Pastoral Team spent a day at Moreau 
Seminary reflecting on the Year of Consecrated Life. We have three goals: 
 1. Be thankful for religious who formed us; celebrate our heritage 
 2. Give information. There are a number of Catholics today who may not know religious sisters/brothers. 
 3. Promote religious life. 
 We will have a priest visit and preach on vacations at Masses. 
    E. Parish Directories: In past years these were sent home with annual stewardship packets. Since our new 
stewardship program is in place, we have been weighing different options for the directories. It has been suggested 
that they be labeled with parishioners’ names and left in the back of church for several weeks for parishioners to 
pick them up. After perhaps a month, those left might be a good starting point for our plan to reach out to our non-
attending parishioners. 
     F. Questions/New Business:  Emmeline said there has been some interest in an 8:05 a.m. Mass on weekdays 
besides the weekly school Mass. Fr. Kevin has heard this, too, and plans to experiment with this Mass time most 
likely beginning in Advent. 



 IV. Discussion on Chapter Two of Pope Francis’ Exhortation: “The Joy of the Gospel” 

      Some comments offered:  
     As reading, felt great affirmation – “Yes! We have a great leader!” Pope Francis is very specific as he details 
what we should be doing and in explaining ideas, particularly about money issues. 
     Reading this is challenging in that it questions our avenues for giving charitably. We need more than the narrow 
idea of giving money to collections and food to St. Vincent de Paul. Every economic system needs to be aware of 
their poor, and committed to helping them. We need a much broader scale to our commitment – economically, 
politically, legislatively, etc. 
     A personal story shared: A few weeks ago a homeless man came into our 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday evening 
halfway through the homily. After Mass he went to the corner with a sign that said, “Homeless and hungry.” Joe 
and his wife bought him a meal feeling this IS the bigger picture, the real person. If we can’t buy a meal for a 
homeless guy in front of church at the end of Mass, shame on us. 
     We are an urban church for South Bend. Do we or shouldn’t we have an outreach to serve and support these 
people? Should we be reaching out to join perhaps with St. Pat’s or St. Hedwig? Should we reach out to the poor of 
these parishes without schools and welcome their children to our school? 
     As we volunteer at the Catholic Worker House, do we get to know people and their stories and find out why they 
are where they are and try to do something to fix it? 

      Let’s read Chapter 3 for next meeting. 

 

     Next Meeting:  November 13, 2014 
Prayer Leader:  Andrew Polaniecki 
  
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 

 

 
 

 


